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Secret Nazi Societies 
Protect Mengele 

To the Editor: 

The statement by Hans-Eberfaard 
Klein, procurator general of Frank- 
furt, that he believes the “Butcher of 
Auschwitz,” Dr, Josef Mengele, is in 
Paraguay warrants further comment 
(“West Germans Believe Mengele Is 
Still Living,” news item, April 25). 

If Dr. Mengele is in Paraguay, there 
can be no doubt of protection by Gen. 
Alfredo Strbssner’s regime and mem- J 
bers of Nazi shadow organizations. 
The most powerful and far reaching of 
these Nazi groups has been Kamera- 
denwerk, founded in April 1946 by Hit- 
ler’s most decorated airman, Col. 
Hans- Ulrich Rudel. Colonel Rudel ob-, 
tained postwar funds by pressuring 
West German companies and industri- 
alists who were on lists of Nazis. He 
also acted, until his death in Rosen- 
heim, as a funds courier to South ^ 
America, was a crony of Juan Per6n, f 
Alfredo Strossner, et aL, and was the :p 
driving force behind his organization 
until Dec. 20, 1982. ... 

Although Odessa symbolized in the } 
public mind the Nazi rescue organiza- 
tions because of the novel “The 
Odessa File,” it started as a file, but 
never reached the significance of 
Kameradenwerk or the other key 
worldwide group. Die Spinne (The 
Spider). Die Spinne was formed by a 
small group of fanatical SS prisoners 
in the Allied war-prisoner camp at 
Glasenbach, Germany, in IMS. The 
first head of Die Spinne was Gen. 
Paul Hausser of the SS, and It soon 
spread its web around the world, 
becoming La Arana in South Amer- 
ica. Also strong in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere was Das Reich,* largely cen- 
tered in Chile at Valparaiso, Santiago 
and in the enclave of Die Kolonie or 

La Dignidad at ParraL ;^y v%\. ^ 

These groups operate mostly in the 
background and under cover. Their * 
members do not need membership 
cards in the common sense, since they * 
all know one another among the Nazis, 
neo- and pro-, in such countries as 
Paraguay. Protection of such key sur- 
viving refugees as Dr. Mengele has be- 
come one of the prime functions of-f- 

* these shadow groups. There is a list of 
'Nazi hunters who have been assassi- 
nated when they got too close to Dr, 
Mengele. Thus, La Arana and groups 

. lilce it compound the two-part problem 
of finding and arresting Nazis such as 

* Dr. Mengele. R. H. HODGES 

Pelham, N.Y., April 25, 1985 

*The writer , a major in the Air Force 
► Reserve, has researched and tracked 
[the subject for over 30 years. — 



The Public’s Right to Tune In Crime Trials 



that an accused person is entitled to a 
public trial and has the right to put on 
whatever defense he wishes ; further, 
he must put on some kind of defense, 
or the court will appoint a lawyer to 
do it for him. 

The public is concerned about 
crime. Fear of crime is inevitably 
among the top 10 concerns of Amer- 
icans when they are polled. A survey 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics this 
week says an individual has one 
chance in 133 of being killed in his or 
her lifetime. Little wonder we are con- 
cerned about crime and punishment. 

The professor implies that the pub- 
lic makes no good use of most crimi- 
nal trial coverage. How does he 
know? Who is he to determine what 
good (or bad or nothing at all) the 
public makes of information provided 
by the media? 

News is the unusual, the intrusive, 
the deviant from the expected norms. 
The Claus von Billow trial has real 
drama, a true story about living peo- 
ple. It is not a soap opera. The coun- 
try did have a Scopeslike trial, and we 
carried it live from Sacramento, 
Calif., In March 1981. 

■ We. would prefer to have Professor 
Gillers’s help in opening up the na- 
tion’s courtrooms to more coverage, 
not reducing the activities of the third 
branch of government to highlights: 
and snippets. Who cares? Many of us : 
.do and so should the would-be lawyers 
he is teaching, Ed Turner 

Executive Vice President 
Cable News Network 
Atlanta, May 6, 1985 
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To the Editor:^ * 

Prof. Stephen G filers cites two rea- 
sons why the media should not give so 
much attention to criminal trials, 
e.g., the Claus von Btiiow and Jean 
Hands cases (Op-Ed, May 5). _ >; 

* Mr. Gillers says the media can only ; 
provide highlights of the trial, “snip-" 
pets that tell almost nothing.” Cable" 
News Network Is carrying 4% hours 
of the trial live daily. Whether we 
should is another matter. 

He also says the -public is getting 
the wrong impression because Mr., 
von Billow can afford the best de- 
fense, and the state is going all out to 
convict him. Somehow, Mr. Gillers 
implies, this is all bad. 

One assumes a professor of law at 
New York University understands 



Eliminate Incentive for Malpractice-Suit Delays 



t Is Time to Take Another Look at the Fuel-Economy Law , 




To the Editor: 

“What’s the Cure for Bad Medi- 
cine?” (editorial, April 26) presented 
a good analysis of the malpractice 
claims and awards dilemma facing 
physicians and insurers. I noted 
particularly: “What especially 

worries the actuaries is the time it 
takes to settle a suit: now more than 
eight years. Claims being paid for 
past malpractice average about 
5150,000 today. Inflation will push the 
figure to 5450,000 for malpractice oc- 
curring now/’.. . • 

Under the statutes, interest on 
awards or settlements does not start 
to accrue until the award is made. 
This encourages both physicians and 
insurance carriers to delay the cases. , 

Perhaps New York’s Governor 
-Cuomo coukl ask the Legislature to 



change the laws so that interest ac- 
crues from the date the malpractice 
occurs, thus eliminating the incentive 
for delay. This would reduce the num- 
ber of cases settled on the courthouse 
steps or in the courtroom as the jury is 
being selected. Howard Diamond 

Union, N.J., April 29, 1985 



To the Editor: 

It is important for citizens to com- 
municate easily with their representa- 
tives, Isn’t it time for the White House 
to install an 800 number for citizens to 
voice their feelings to the President? 

Edward S. Dermon 
Roslyn Heights, L.I., April 30, 1985 



the Editor: ' •• 

“Reject the Plea From Ford, GJM” 
Senators Daniel J. Evans and John 
(Op-Ed, April 20) was disap- 
in view of their well-earned 



fuel-economy family — not just lux- 
ury — cars, station wagons and utili- 
tarian trucks that many of the an- . 
thors* constituents need. The ecrv 



that are neither in their own interest 
nor that of the economy and to con- 
sider even more sourcing of products 
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